
GABA's mission  

"To preserve Grand 

Avenue's unique  

urban tradition and 

hometown  

character while  

fostering  

cooperative  

relationships with  

businesses,  

government and the 

community at large." 
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A V E N U E  B U S I N E S S  

A S S O C I A T I O N  GABB ING ON 
GRAND            

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 0  

You’re Invited!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please RSVP to jaimee@grandave.com  

January 14  
Thursday 

5-7pm 
 

Dixie’s on Grand 
695 Grand 

Membership Happy Hour 
Wrap up your day with a GABA Happy Hour at Dixie’s! Meet 
other businesspeople on the Avenue and find out about what 
GABA has in store for 2010. 

January 20 Wednesday 
8:30-9:45am 

 
Cooks of Crocus Hill, 877 

Grand 

Education & Development Breakfast  
Topic: 2010 Tax Code Updates & Changes  
 
Presenter: Jean Lucio, Skally’s Tax Service 

January 22  
Friday 

10am-1pm 
 

GABA Office, 867 Grand 

Open Cities H1N1 Flu Vaccinations 
Call GABA: 651-699-0029 to schedule a time. While supplies 
last. 
 

January 26 
Tuesday 
5-7pm 

 
HealthEast Grand Avenue 

Clinic 
870 Grand 

GABA Meet & Greet 
Hosted by HealthEast Grand Avenue Clinic 
Join us for an evening of Grand Avenue networking and check 
out HealthEast’s new clinic on Grand. Share news and updates 
about your business, develop partnerships with Avenue busi-
nesses and make connections with others who may benefit from 
your products and services. 

This is the first non-print version of the GAB-
BING ON GRAND newsletter, which will now 
be published only in an e-mail format.  
GABBING ON GRAND will be sent as a PDF 
via e-mail and will also be available in the 
‘Resources’ section at www.grandave.com .  
 
GABBING ON GRAND is sent to all Grand 
Avenue businesses for which the Association 
has e-mail addresses—if you have additional 
employees or neighboring businesses that 

would like to receive the newsletter, please 

send an e-mail to jaimee@grandave.com  
with their e-mail addresses. 
 
The GABA e-news and Crime Alerts will con-
tinue to be sent to current members via e-
mail. 
 
If you have comments or questions about 
GABBING ON GRAND, please contact the 
GABA office: 651-699-0029. 

GABBING ON GRAND GOES DIGITAL 



 

Grand Avenue Business Association membership 
renewals are currently underway. Businesses who 
aren’t currently members are invited to join the 
association and take advantage of the many bene-
fits provided throughout the year.  
 
NEW for 2010! 
 
Additional Benefits 
New for 2010, the Bronze, Silver & Gold Levels 
include free participation in Study Break on Grand, 
Grand Avenue’s college/university student dis-
count offered on Tuesdays all year long. Students 
show their current student ID to redeem discounts. 
Study Break is promoted at  
grandave.com and at university outreach events. 
 
During Grand Old Day, Gold Level Members will 
now receive three 10’x10’ vendor spaces.  
 
Members at the Silver and Gold Levels will receive 
complimentary tickets to the GABA Annual Meet-
ing! Gold Level members will receive 4 free tickets 
and Silver Level members will receive 2 free tick-
ets. 
 
Basic Level - for 2 employees or 
less 
The Basic Level provides the small 
business or independent practitio-
ner with the opportunity to stay con-
nected through e-newsletters and 
crime alerts, to increase exposure 

through the Guide to Grand and website, to re-
ceive saving with Member-to-Member rewards and 
group discounts, and to take part in education and 
community building opportunities. This new level is 
available to businesses with two employees or 
less. 
 
Special Offer for New Businesses 
GABA is offering new businesses who haven’t 
been members before to receive 1/2 off the first 
year’s dues by joining before February 1, 2010. 
This adds up to cost-savings of $172.50 to 
$622.50! 
 
When compared to the price of one advertisement 
or one job posting, the association is confident that 
your business will find much value in the year long 
benefits of GABA membership. To find out which 
benefits are available at each level of membership, 
please see the chart below or call the GABA office: 
651-699-0029. 
 
To join or renew for 2010, please visit 
www.grandave.com/membership.php  

2010 Membership Drive 

Grand Old Day will be here be-
fore we know it! All GABA busi-
nesses are invited to participate 
in Grand Old Day and reach out 
to the 200,000+ guests that are 
in your front yard. To sign up to 
participate, visit grandave.com 
to read the guidelines and  

complete the online event par-
ticipation form.  To be eligible to 
participate, online forms must be 

submitted by March 1, 2010 
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Grand Avenue Business Association  

Annual Meeting & Auction 

February 24, 2010 
 

Join us for a fantastic evening of hors d’oeuvres and drinks, silent 
auction, induction of new board members and presentation of the 
2010 Doc Chopp Award. As we celebrate the closing of 2009 
and look forward to 2010, the Annual Meeting is a wonderful time 

to get together with business partners old and new.  
 

Watch for the exciting details and your invitation. Please feel free 
to extend the invitation to your friends of Grand Avenue. 

Save  
the Date! 

Donations for the Silent/
Live Auctions 

 
The Grand Avenue Business Association Annual Meeting is a time 
to gather with friends and colleagues to reflect on the year's suc-
cesses and look forward to future goals. New members to the board 
of directors are inducted, the Doc Chopp Award recipient is named 
and fabulous items are up for bid during the silent and live auctions. 
 
Donating items to the Annual Meeting Auctions is an easy and ef-
fective way to support the Grand Avenue Business Association. 
Popular auction items have been tickets, trips, hotel/resort stays, 
golf, gift certificates, jewelry, spa services, local celebrity experi-
ences, furniture, artwork... the options are endless!  
 
GABA is also looking for restaurants who are willing to support the 
event with food items, as well as entertainment sponsors. Please 
complete the online form by January 30, 2010 if you would like to 
donate an auction item, food and/or become an entertainment spon-
sor.  Your support of GABA Is greatly appreciated! 
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NOMINATIONS FOR GABA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Grand Avenue Business Associa-
tion is seeking nominees who are inter-
ested in representing businesses on 
the Avenue, making decisions regard-
ing issues that impact Grand Avenue, 
and working towards GABA’s mission.  

Being a board director is a great 
way to connect with other 
GABA members and create 
positive ways for the associa-
tion to continue its efforts to 
promote Grand Avenue.  Board 
members are required to uphold 
the following duties for two 
years: attend monthly board 
meetings on the 3rd Thursday 
of each month, be a part of the 
Advocacy or Membership Com-
mittees, and communicate with 
your designated node and the 

GABA office staff, and volunteer 
during events. Job duties vary for 
the executive committee posi-
tions.   
 
If you would like to nominate 
yourself or someone you feel 
would be a great candidate for 
the GABA board of directors, 
please complete the online form 
by JAN 30, 2010. If you have 
questions or would like more info, 
please call David: 651-699-0029. 
 

Michele Cromer-

Poire receiving the 

2009 Doc Chopp 

Award  

DOC CHOPP AWARD NOMINEES 
The success of Grand Avenue depends on the positive contributions of GABA members. 
Every year, GABA recognizes those efforts by presenting the Doc Chopp Award. Please 
nominate deserving a member for the Doc Chopp Award. Nominations are due by January 
30, 2010. The Executive Committee will review all nominations and present the award at 
the Annual Meeting on February 24, 2010.  
 
The Doc Chopp Award is given to a Grand Avenue businessperson who has totally com-
mitted himself or herself to individual business success as well as the success of the 
Grand Avenue Business Association, Grand Avenue and thus, St. Paul. It is the most pres-
tigious award GABA presents each year. The award is named for Dr. William Chopp, a 
dentist who practiced on Grand from 1946 to 1976 and who took a personal interest in the 
development of the avenue. He was affectionately known at Doc Chopp.  
 
Please complete the online form  by January 30, 2010 to submit your nomination. 
 

Past Award Winners: Maurice Mischke/Villager, Billie Young, Bill & Jim Wengler/ Billy’s on 
Grand,  Bill Skally/Skally's Tax Service, Jim Solin, Jim Wuollet/Wuollet Bakery, Mella Mar-
tin/Mella Skin Care & Massage, Donna Kelly/Macalester Groveland Community Council, 
Matt McDonough/Grand Spectacle, Tom Johnson/A. Johnson & Sons Floral, Bonnie John-
son Alton/Great Harvest Bread Co., John Wolf/Dixies on Grand, Beth Bergman/Wet Pain, 
Dan Parker/White Way Cleaners, Roxy Freese/The Bibelot Shops, Michael Schumann/
Traditions Classic Home Furnishings, Michele Cromer-Poire/The Red Balloon Bookshop  

GABA INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
Chelsy Saari has been an intern with GABA since August. Chelsy is attending The Art Insti-
tutes International to earn a Bachelor of Science degree in Design Management. Many of you 
have already worked with Chelsy during MNfashion Week, Boo Bash and Grand Meander. 
She will continue her internship into the Spring Semester. 
 
During preparations for Grand Old Day, GABA staff works with up to 5-6 interns. If you know 
a college/university student who would be a good fit, please direct them to the internship 
posting at grandave.com. 
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GABA is excited to celebrate the 37th Annual Grand Old Day on Sunday, June 6, 
2010!  We hope you will help to make Grand Old Day a success by participating in the 
event. 2010 GABA members are eligible for a free outdoor vendor space to promote 
your business by submitting the Vendor Application by March 1, 2010, and fulfilling all 
vendor guidelines.  
 

The Vendor Application is now available online by v isiting  http://grandave.com/
grandoldday/participate.php . Applications received after March 1 will be assessed 
an additional Application Fee. If you have questions, or would like ideas for ways your 
business can participate in Grand Old Day, please call the office: 651-699-0029.  

 

Sponsorship Opportunities  
Grand Old Day would not be possible without the support of Avenue businesses and 
event sponsors. Grand Avenue businesses interested in becoming Grand Old Day 

sponsors should contact David at 651-699-0029 before February 1, 2010. Sponsor-
ship opportunities include current Grand Old Day activities (Family Fun Zone, Sporting 
District, Art District, Entertainment/Live Music District, International District, park-and-
ride buses, information booths) as well as creating new experiences as part of the 
event. For a listing of sponsorship opportunities, please visit http://grandave.com/
eventDetails.php?eventID=55. 

Grand Old Day 2010 

 

Punch Pizza 

Karma 

Grand Ole Creamery 

Stella.blu 

Skally Tax & Live Green Apartments 

phresh spa salon 

New Ticketing System for Food & Beverage During 
Grand Old Day 
 
This year, Grand Old Day will include a food ticket program to support the festival and re-
spond to recent increases in production expenses and reduction of sponsorship revenue. 
Without implementing a ticket program it would be difficult to produce future Grand Old Day 
events. This will impact any Grand Avenue business selling food/beverages in the street or 
on sidewalks during Grand Old Day. 
  

• There is NO percentage fee related to this new program. 

• This new funding source is based on $1 from every sheet of tickets purchased 
going back to support Grand Avenue and the future of Grand Old Day. 

• What this means for Food/Beverage Vendors is that each ticket is worth 50¢. 

• At the close of Grand Old Day, businesses will be reimbursed a value of 50¢ 
per ticket collected based on the audited count of the tickets. Reimbursement 
will be by check. 

• At the end of the event, businesses will bundle tickets in quantities of 100 ($50 
value per bundle). All processing will be done during the scheduled check-out 
time. 

• Tickets must be bundled prior to check-out. 

• This does not impact beverages or food sold in the festival gardens. Festival 
garden businesses are encouraged to accept tickets as a measure of costumer 
service. Festival garden businesses will receive face value for all tickets turned 
in. 

 
If you have questions about the new ticket process, please contact the GABA Office: 651-
699-0029. 

G A B B I N G  O N  G R A N D             



New Openings:  
Allure Intimate Apparel , 1051 Grand 
Brending Electrolysis, Inc ., 745 Grand 
Grand Hookah , 1826 Grand 
HealthEast Grand Avenue Clinic , 870 Grand 
Hosko Gallery , 794 Grand 
Jaclyn Elizabeth Events , 649 Grand 
Keys 4/4 Kids , 1324 Grand   
Wells Pianos , 1330 Grand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Farewell:  
Initially Yours , 857 Grand—moving to Selby & Snel-
ling in January 
 

 
 

Congratulations:  
The 2009 Grand Meander Award Winners are Coffee 
News Cafe , 1662 Grand, for the Soup Tasting and A. 
Johnson & Sons Florist , 1738 Grand, for the Holiday 
Splendor Window Decorating Contest! A special thank 
you to all participating businesses! 
 

Chad Skally was one of 2 individuals and 5 Twin Cit-
ies organizations that received Commuter Choice 
awards for their work in helping to reduce traffic con-
gestion. Skally was named Neighborhood Advocate 
for his work in partnering with GABA, the City of St. 
Paul, Dero Bike Racks and St. Paul organizations and 
businesses to install 66 bike racks along Grand Ave-
nue in St. Paul. He worked with GABA and the 
Macalester Groveland and Summit Hill community 
councils to raise half the money needed for the racks 
and with the City of St. Paul to take advantage of a 
matching fund opportunity to pay for the other half. 
Congratulations, Chad!   
 
 

Grand News! 

HealthEast Grand Avenue Clinic Ribbon Cutting     
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The Planning Commission of the City of Saint Paul will hold 
a public hearing on zoning text amendments to Saint Paul’s 
off-street parking requirements and design standards on 
Friday, January 22, 2010 at 8:30 a.m. in Room 40 of the 
City Hall/Courthouse at 15 West Kellogg Blvd. 
 
The City’s zoning code regulates the number of off-street 
parking spaces that must be provided when establishing or 
expanding land uses, as well as the design of parking 
lots. In May 2009, the Saint Paul Planning Commission initi-
ated a zoning study to consider amendments to Saint 
Paul’s off-street parking requirements and design stan-
dards. After extensive review and discussion, and a series 
of public and stakeholder input meetings in October and 
November, City staff prepared a set  of draft revisions. 
 
The DRAFT revisions to Saint Paul’s off-street parking re-
quirements and parking lot design standards are intended 
to achieve the following goals: 
• Better align parking requirements with demand to re-

duce oversupply and undersupply of parking 
• Encourage reuse and redevelopment on the City’s 

commercial corridors 
• Simplify the City’s off-street parking code for ease of 

interpretation and 
• Encourage efficient land use and reduce blight 

• Support multi-modal transportation options 
• Increase environmental stewardship 
The proposed revisions to off-street parking requirements 
do NOT address: 
• Parking deficiencies for existing businesses or proper-

ties 
• Central Corridor parking management and loss of off-

street parking 
• Parking demand management tools, e.g., permit areas, 

meters, enforcement 
 
All comments concerning the zoning text amendments will 
be heard at the January 22, 2010 public hearing at the 
Planning Commission.  
 
Written comments may be submitted to the Commission 
until Tuesday, January 19, 2010, c/o Merritt Clapp-Smith, 
1100 City Hall Annex, 25 West Fourth St., St. Paul, 55102 
(fax: 651-228-3314). 
 
Information on proposed amendments to Saint Paul’s off-
street parking requirements and design standards can be 
obtained at http://www.stpaul.gov/offstreetparkingstudy . 
Questions may be directed to Merritt Clapp-Smith, City 
Planner, 651-266-6547 or 
merritt.clapp-smith@ci.stpaul.mn.us 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: Zoning text amendments to 
Saint Paul’s off-street parking requirements and design standards  



Executive Committee: 
Interim President:  Jada Breuer, Karma, 291-1997 
Vice President/Treasurer:  Chad Skally, Live Green  
Apartments, 298-1188 
Secretary: Rick Fiebiger, Phresh Spa Salon, 227-6371 
 
Directors: 
Node V – Cretin to Snelling 
Ginny Rostberg, BankCherokee, 292-9200 
Position Open 
 
Node IV – Snelling to Lexington 
Greg Roedler, Baby Grand, 224-4414 
Jim Fritz, The Wedding Shoppe, 298-1144 
 
Node III – Lexington to Milton 
Sarah Paul, D’Amico & Sons, 227-9933 
Nathon Park, US Bank, 229-6123 
 

Node II – Milton to Avon 
Elizabeth Norton-Cermak, 228-1333 
Paul Dzubnar, Green Mill, 698-0353 
 
Node I – Avon to West Seventh 
Brian Muller, Edward Jones, 224-3072 
Position Open 
 
At Large 
Shane Montoya,  The Odd Couple Team, 492-6423 
Tricia Mattes, Saint Paul CVA, 265-4900 
 
Community Representatives 
Alan Yngve, Macalester-Groveland Comm. Council,  699-4937 
Lisa Erickson, Summit Hill Association, 222-1222 
 
Staff: 
David Regan, Executive Director 
Jaimee Lucke Hendrikson,  Program Director 

G A B A  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C TO R S  A N D  S TA F F  

Schedule of Events:  

 

Please RSVP to jaimee@grandave.com for the events you would like to attend. 

JANUARY 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  Happy 

New 

Year! 

2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14  

 
15 16 

17 18  

MLK Jr. 

Day  

19 20 21 22 23 

24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30  

1 New Year’s Day 

14 Membership Happy 
Hour at Dixies 

18 Martin Luther King Jr 
Day 

20 Education &  
Development Break-
fast—Tax Code Up-
dates & Changes 

22 Open Cities Flu Clinic  
H1N1 Vaccinations 

26 Meet & Greet  
HealthEast Grand 
Avenue Clinic—870 
Grand 

Feb 1 Membership  
Renewals Due 

  

30 Deadline to submit 
Annual Meeting  
Participation Info 

22 Planning Commission 
Public Hearing on zon-
ing text amendments 
to St Paul’s off-street 
parking requirements 
& design standards 

Visit the NEW Grand Avenue calendar at www.grandave.com —
Members are invited to submit sales, special events  and  
meetings to be included in the calendar. E-mail you r informa-
tion to jaimee@grandave.com  with the subject “Calendar”. 

Grand Avenue Business Association - 867 Grand Avenue - St. Paul, MN 55105 - 651-699-0029 


